Chicago History – Book Discussion Group – Haymarket Tragedy

Death in the Haymarket By James Green
The Haymarket Tragedy By Paul Avrich
The History of the Haymarket Affair By Henry David
Saturday, April 9th, 2016, 10 a.m.
Edgewater Branch, Chicago Public Library
6000 N. Broadway, Chicago 60660

On May 4th, 1886 a bomb went off at a labor rally at Haymarket Square in Chicago. The aftermath
was drawn out and was a major marker in Chicago history due to: those injured or killed, public
hysteria, police reactions, the labor union movement, the trials, imprisonments, subsequent
commutations and pardons. It was a seminal event in labor history which begat May Day labor
celebrations throughout the world. Even today, the event stirs strong emotions among both labor and
the police. With May Day only 3 weeks hence, this topic selection is particularly timely, and should
stimulate interesting discussions. Copies are available at the Edgewater Branch Library reference
desk*.
Coffee and Cookies
[Next Meeting June 11, 2016, 10 am: The next topic will be determined at the April meeting.]
*The Edgewater Historical Society and the Chicago Public Library Edgewater Branch sponsor this Chicago History Book Discussion
Group, meeting bi-monthly to discuss books on Chicago and local history based on the group’s recommendations. The library has a
certain number of copies available for circulation in advance of the discussion; EHS also sometimes donates copies to the library; to get
yours, visit the Edgewater Branch’s reference desk; local residents who have the book are urged to join in. Even if you don’t read the
book, feel free to join us. The discussion format: those who read from the book list start their comments going around the room;
thereafter, those who have not read from the list can then join the discussion. For new books, try Edgewater’s Women and Children
First bookstore, 5233 N. Clark, 773-769-9299; new and used books of this title are often also available on Amazon.com or
abebooks.com.

